[Sulbactam in combination with mezlocillin, piperacillin or cefotaxime. Clinical and bacteriological results in the treatment of severe bacterial infections].
An open multicenter study on inpatients of 12 german hospitals was performed to investigate efficacy and safety of sulbactam in combination with mezlocillin, piperacillin or cefotaxim in severe bacterial infections. In total 155 patients were enrolled. The following infections were diagnosed: 48 lower respiratory tract infections, 66 intraabdominal infections, 34 skin/soft tissue infections including post operative wound infections and 5 complicated urinary tract infections. 55 patients received 3 daily doses of 4 g mezlocillin + 1 g sulbactam, 52 patients received 3 daily doses of 4 g piperacillin + 1 g sulbactam and 48 patients received 3 daily doses of 2 g cefotaxim + 1 g sulbactam. Antibiotics and sulbactam were administered concomitantly via intravenous short infusion. Mean duration of therapy was 8 days. Endpoints for assessment of therapeutic efficacy were cure (complete resolution of pretreatment signs and symptoms of the infection) or improvement (marked reduction or partial disappearance or pretreatment signs and symptoms, no further antibiotic therapy required) as well as eradication of pretreatment pathogens. 141 (92%) of 153 evaluable patients were successfully treated (98 cures and 43 improvements), therapy failed in 12 patients (7.8%). Success rates of the 3 sulbactam combinations were almost identical: 91% for mezlocillin/sulbactam, 92% for piperacillin/sulbactam and 93% for cefotaxim/sulbactam. 106 patients (68.4%) were also bacteriologically evaluable. In these patients 192 bacterial pathogens were isolated prior to study therapy, 55 patients had mixed infections. In 96 patients (90%) pretreatment pathogens were eradicated (180 strains = 94%).(ABSTRACT TRUNCATED AT 250 WORDS)